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Coleford Town Council

       Planning and Highways Committee
                                                      Tuesday 28th April 2026
 10.30am – 12.30pm
                                                         Town Council Chamber

Minutes

Present: 
Cllrs M Cox (Chair), C Elsmore, S Cox, R Drury
L Jayne, Assistant Clerk – Minute taking

Also present: Gloucestershire County Cllr L Challis
                        GCC Highways, N Choat

Public member (PM) (J.W) – Sling resident re. 7a.

1. Apologies were received from Cllrs M Beard and J Templeton
2. There were no declarations of interest declared on the agenda
3. There were no new dispensation requests received
4. [bookmark: _Hlk183019744][bookmark: _Hlk190947477]To approve the minutes of the Highways and Planning Committee 24 March 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr C Elsmore as a true and accurate account, seconded by Cllr S Cox and a copy were to be signed by the Chair. 
5. To raise matters from the minutes of 24 March 2026
a) Thurstan’s Rise flood control – No update has been provided
b) Debris by roadworks – It was confirmed by Cllr Drury that this was the area from Mushet Walk to the Coleford Clock Tower, adding that there are loose bricks around the speed hump. 

6. To take comments from the Public Forum
The Chair welcomed the member of public and stated that he had 3 minutes to speak. 
Mr Wintle addressed the room, referencing the email he had previously sent in. 
It was stated that there is an approximate 220 metre gap in the footway between Sling and Coleford at the junction of the B4228, Perrygrove Road and Lambsquay Road. Pedestrians are currently forced onto an uneven grass verge with hidden ditches, no street lighting, and no safe continuous pedestrian link between the two settlements, alongside live traffic including HGVs and tractors. Mr Wintle confirmed that the area falls within Coleford Town Council's boundary and requested that the council or GCC Highways consider supporting a formal pedestrian safety review, including an options appraisal to explore the feasibility and costs of installing a footpath along this stretch. 

HIGHWAYS

7. To note correspondence received and make recommendations where necessary
a) Pedestrian safety concerns at the B4228 junction of Perrygrove Road and Lambsquay Road
The Assistant Clerk noted that, separately to Mr Wintle's correspondence, the owner of the Lambsquay property had also been in touch with the same concern, adding that the local bus stop is situated outside their building but there is no footpath connecting it to the town.


N Choat confirmed he had assessed the site. It was noted that no funding is available for a stone path, with an estimate for compacted stone and dust of approximately £45,000 to £50,000, representing more than half of GCC Highways' entire maintenance budget for the Forest of Dean. County Cllr L Challis confirmed that her Local Highway Fund allocation had also been removed. 
A Forestry England path runs through the wooded area alongside the route; however, as it is unlit and not a Public Right of Way, it was not considered a suitable alternative, and would not serve those stepping off at the bus stop.

The overall resolution was for the office to write formally to GCC Highways, acknowledging the issue, recognising its seriousness, and asking what could be done to reduce the risk to pedestrians. 
It was noted that the Community Speed Reduction (20mph) Scheme includes Coleford in Group 1, with delivery anticipated over the next two years, which members noted would contribute to a safer environment on the route. 
County Cllr L Challis agreed to explore the 20mph campaign in relation to local schools.

b) Primrose Drive signage / Potential VAS Camera at Old Station Way
A resident raised that there is no 'no-through road' sign at the end of Primrose Drive, resulting in vehicles having to turn around in front of the resident's property, on one occasion causing a van to strike the resident's wall. The office was asked to contact FoDDC, whilst road signs are being installed, to request the inclusion of a no-through road sign. It was recognised that this may set a precedent and could need to be repeated on all new sites. Highways noted they are unable to install signage as other roads join from either side, and suggested that in the interim, consideration be given to whether anything could be added to existing signage.

The same resident raised the possibility of installing a speed camera on Station Road. The height of any camera was noted as a concern. The only suggested location was by Milkwall Hall or further south, however N Choat considered this neither a useful nor practical position, given the difficulty of managing camera changeovers at that height and in such close proximity to the road.

Old Station Way speed and cameras were discussed under item 9b.

8. To receive an update on:

a) Tree planting – N Choat confirmed that planting at Mile End and the High Street, along with wildflower seeding along Old Station Way, is scheduled for this month. 

b) Update on dates re. town centre improvements – 
Works are scheduled for late summer (July). Various speed humps are to be removed and resurfaced, including those at Mushet Walk and outside the former Lloyds Bank. The heaved bus stop and Boxbush Road potholes are also to be patched. Road closures will be kept to a minimum, with full notice given in advance and communicated at a traders' meeting. The office is to check on the position regarding Newland Street. 

c) Revised dates re. Broadwell to Cinderford signing & lining – 5th May 2026 Noted by members 


d) Road speed review and to make recommendations where necessary 
Noted by members

9. To update Highways tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations
a) Station Road, Milkwall – Quality of works + use of fine in the area 
Coleford Town Council raised concerns regarding the dipping of the surface, attributed to machine laying. GCC Highways consider the condition acceptable; however, members requested that it be reviewed and assessed again.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to GCC Highways registering the Council's dissatisfaction with the reinstatement and the time taken, and requesting that any fines paid to GCC due to lateness directed back into the local area, which could rectify the surface again if needed.

b) Old Station Way crossing – It was noted that where GCC Highways have created a buffer area, pedestrians are crossing with the assumption that vehicles will stop. Highways confirmed that the 20mph limit is anticipated shortly which will help reduce any risk to those crossing. 
N Choat agreed to check on the installation of cyclists dismount signage on the Milkwall side, and to consider a warning notice for traffic downhill from Tufthorn Lights. 

c) Potholes: Railway Drive Carpark, Coalway Road and Fetter Hill
The Railway Drive carpark pothole has been completed by Highways. 
Coalway Road is to be addressed this summer, and Fetter Hill is expected to be completed later this year. 
County Cllr L Challis noted that she had attended an Active Travel Advisory Group (ATAG) meeting. ATAG to be added to the next agenda.

Cllr S Cox left the meeting at this point.

PLANNING

10. To consider the following applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Proposal

	P0430/26/COU
	31 Poppy Field Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 7FF
	Change of use of a dwellinghouse to form a self contained 2 bed holiday let (short-stay visitor accommodation), with no internal structure alterations and no external alterations

	The Town Council objects to this application on the grounds that the property is located within a residential estate where 40% of dwellings were designated as affordable housing. The permanent loss of a residential dwelling to short-stay holiday accommodation would set an undesirable precedent, potentially encouraging further change of use applications on the same estate and reducing the availability of housing in an area where there is already pressure to deliver more affordable homes.

	

	P0336/26/DISCON
	Land Adjacent To Poolway Farm Gloucester Road Coleford Gloucestershire
	Discharge of condition 08 (hard and soft landscaping) of planning permission P0372/24/FUL

	The site forms part of Local Green Space and the Council would like to see wildflower seeding incorporated. Members also wish to see detail of the maintenance of green areas, noting that a planting plan for the east side was absent from the original housing application P1594/23/FUL

	

	P0382/26/DISCON
	Land Adjacent To Poolway Farm Gloucester Road Coleford Gloucestershire
	Discharge of condition 10 (external lighting) of planning permission P0372/24/FUL.

	Members raised concerns regarding the route being a lorry route and the suitability of lighting for vehicles of that size. Standard column heights are 8–12 metres and the Council wishes to confirm the proposed height and whether this falls within or exceeds that range. 
Light spillage and pollution were also raised as concerns. 
A further note was made regarding the potential impact on bats.

	

	P0395/26/DISCON
	Land Adjacent To Poolway Farm Gloucester Road Coleford Gloucestershire
	Discharge of Condition 12 (drainage) of Planning Permission P0372/24/FUL

	Members noted that the direction of exceedance flow appears to be toward the combined sewer, and that new infrastructure should futureproof water management for the whole area, particularly given the 410 dwellings included in the Local Plan. 
The reference from the roundabout application to the housing application is not fully explained. The new infrastructure on the west relates to the housing, however the existing infrastructure to the east and south is expected to service that side of the road, and this distinction requires clarification. Members also noted that the Flood Authority should be satisfied that the drainage provision is sufficient.

	

	P0269/26/FUL
	Woodview 4 Wetheral Close Milkwall
	Revised plans - Erection of a wooden double garage

	Objection: Coleford Town Council objects to this application on the grounds that the proposed soakaway and sewer are too close to the construction, and defers to the comments of the Flood Risk Officer in this regard.

	

	P0384/26/FUL
	66 Tufthorn Avenue Coleford Gloucestershire
	Installation of permeable block paved driveway with dropped kerb, and erection of boundary fencing

	Coleford Town Council requests clarification on the following points:
Whether the proposed access has a sufficient visibility splay given the road position and proximity to the Stepbridge Road industrial estate junction; and whether the Highways Officer has considered potential conflict between vehicles entering and exiting the driveway and those parking parallel to the frontage.




11. To note recent planning appeals and decisions, and comment as necessary
Decisions: 

P0211/26/DISCON - Land At Ellwood Road Coleford Milkwall
Status: Consent
Discharge of condition 13 (SuDS management and maintenance plan) of planning permission P2100/21/FUL.

Ref. No: P1594/23/FUL - Poolway Farm Gloucester Road Coleford GL16 7QA
Status: Consent with 23 conditions
Proposed development of 140 dwellings with associated access, roads, footways, parking, drainage, open space and landscaping, retention of Poolway Farmhouse and demolition of associated redundant ancillary buildings.



Ref. No: P0110/26/FUL - 21 Poppy Field Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 7FF
Status: Consent
Erection of a single storey rear extension.

Ref. No: P0118/26/FUL - 8 High Street Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 8HF
Status: Consent
Change of use from offices to a single dwelling

Noted by members. 

12. [bookmark: _Hlk187077575]To consider any further aspects re FoDDC Local Plan 
a) To update on the Local Plan – It was noted that the Local Plan is progressing to the next stage, with FoDDC councillors working through in excess of 3,000 responses received during the consultation period. 
b) To update on the Active Travel Strategy – It was noted that the ATAG group had recently met. The office was asked to contact Simon Richards to establish whether any of the £18 million government funding allocation would be directed to the Forest of Dean. 

c) To update on Section 106 – No update. 

13. To update re. Active Travel planning application - P1583/25/FUL and make recommendations as necessary – Ongoing 

14. To consider CNDP Review and make recommendations as necessary – Report to be given at Full Council.

15. To receive update re. P0997/25/OUT drive‑through restaurant – It was noted that the application has not yet been heard and is listed for FoDDC's Development Management Committee meeting in May. 
It was agreed to contact the local newspaper to request clarification on their reporting prior to publication. 
Data regarding rising obesity rates in the Forest of Dean was noted by members. 

16. To note and discuss attendance for NALC’s Planning Reform training – 13th May, 12:00pm – 1:15pm – Attendance needed. Members to contact office to arrange.  

17. [bookmark: _Hlk159426587]To update tracker and consider specific actions / recommendations – To update. 




Meeting End: 12:25pm. 




All Council meetings are open to the Public
If you wish to take part in this meeting, or require any additional information,
 please contact the Town Council on: ctcoffice@colefordtowncouncil.gov.uk / (01594) 832103
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